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    Students in Video Production II at 
the Waynesville Career Center have 
produced a Homecoming video showing 
the students’ creative interpretation of 
the Homecoming 2013 theme: Many 
Tigers One Roar.  It is online at http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=_94PYxa
TkRM&feature=youtu.be. A link to it is 
on the Homecoming website. 
    For more information, including 
how to order a T-shirt, please go to the 
Homecoming website. (Click on the 
Homecoming link on the district’s main 
home page on the right under Quick 
Links.)

Students produce 
Homecoming video

WHS Campus Completion 
Celebration to be held Nov. 3
    You, your family members, your 
friends and the entire community is 
invited to attend the Waynesville High 
School Campus Completion Celebration 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 3, at the 
WHS campus. 
    A formal program will be held from 
2 to 2:45 p.m. in the gym, followed by 
tours and demonstrations until 4 p.m.
    Guest speakers and prominent leaders 
will talk about the significance and 
importance of the district’s investment 
in the high school facilities and how 
the 9th Grade Center will impact 
generations of Tigers. 
     Ground-breaking for the high school 
was held on April 19, 2002, and faculty 
and students moved into the facilities 
in January 2004. Finishing touches are 
being made on the latest construction 

projects that will complete the campus. 
Those projects include: 
    • 24 new classrooms
    • locker room renovations
    • wrestling room
    • cafeteria expansion
    • library expansion
    • band storage
    • interior renovations
    • stadium and bleachers
    • football and soccer field
    • track
    • locker rooms
    • baseball field
    • concession stands
    • large lecture hall
    • multipurpose PE space
    • early childhood lab
    • offices
 

    Given the flood, the furlough and 
partial federal government shutdown, 
some of our families are finding it a 
challenge to feed their children. 
    In addition to free and reduced 
lunches, our students may be eligible 
for Snack in a Pack, which supplies 
an entrée and other food items for 
weekends and extended holidays for 
qualifying students. 
    If you feel a child in your classroom 
may qualify for this program, please 
contact your school guidance counselor.

Help hungry students

In early August 
freshmen were 
welcomed to 
WHS during 
Freshman 
Transition Day. 



Which produces more gas? Diet Coke, 
Orange Crush, Sprite or Coke when 
combined with Mentos? During their 
unit on states of matter, students in 
Mrs. Sheriff’s class at East Elementary 
hypothesized and then tested their theories. To begin the lesson, they first 
completed a webquest and virtual experiment collaborating with Mrs. Swenson, 
media center specialist. Next, students mixed the sodas with the Mentos to test 
their theories with Mrs. Zollman from the i-STEM team. Students discovered that 
Diet Coke won!

It’s a gas

The Waynesville High School Volleyball Team took first place in the Rolla 
tournament finishing undefeated in six games. The team has 19 wins, 5 losses 
and have won the last nine games in a row. They play again on Oct. 8.

    Thayer Elementary’s online art 
gallery ranks 9th in the state and 96th 
in the nation, according to Artsonia, the 
world’s largest online kid’s art museum. 
    In addition, Debra Akery, art teacher 
at Thayer on Fort Leonard Wood, 
has been recognized by Artsonia for 
outstanding leadership in the area of 
arts education. 
    The leadership award honors teachers 
who go beyond the classroom walls 
to encourage family and community 
involvement in arts education. The 
award also recognizes significant 
achievement in the area of technology 
integration within the school arts 
program. State and nationwide rankings 
are based on specific criteria, which 
demonstrate both aspects of the 
leadership award. 
    While teachers in more than 100 
countries showcase their student 
artwork on Artsonia, Akery has created 
a school community deserving of 
recognition. During the 2012-13 school 
year, the Thayer Elementary School 
Gallery showcased 4,062 pieces of 
artwork and was visited more than 
50,500 times and has received 405 
comments from friends and family. 
    “Artsonia is a simple, yet effective 
way to get parents and family members 
more involved in art education,” says 
Akery, “and my students love it.”
    In addition, family members can 
purchase keepsakes imprinted with the 
child’s artwork with Artsonia donating 
20 percent of their annual product 
revenue back to the school art program.
    Headquartered in Gurnee, Ill., 
Artsonia is an online kid’s art museum 
providing free, educational resources 
for kids, families and schools. Founded 
in 2000, Artsonia continues to integrate 
technology in the classroom, develop 
multi-cultural understanding through 
art and increase family involvement in 
children’s education. To find out more, 
visit www.artsonia.com.
 

Thayer’s art 
program ranks 
in top 10 in state



    The Waynesville High School 
Speech and Theatre Department and 
Thespian Troup 1669 will present the 
play, “Let’s Murder Marsha” on Oct. 
17-20 at the WHS Theatre. 
    The play begins at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, Oct 17- 
19. A Sunday matinee will begin at 2:30 
p.m. Oct. 20. 
    Ticket prices are $5 for adults; $4 for 
middle and high school students; and 
$3 for children under age 10. 
    The play is about “a happy 
housewife named Marsha, hopelessly 
addicted to reading murder mysteries, 
who overhears her loving husband 
discussing her upcoming birthday 
surprise with an interior decorator. To 
her ears, though, it sounds like they 
are planning to murder her! With the 
assistance of her next-door neighbor 
she tries to turn the tables on them 
with a poisoned potion. When her own 
mother shows up for her birthday a day 
early, Marsha thinks she is in on the 
diabolical scheme. When her maid’s 
date, a policeman, shows up to take the 
maid out, Marsha thinks he is on to her 
poisoning attempt. Well, finally, just 
when you would think all this would be 
cleared up, Marsha’s intended victims 
discover what she has supposed, and 
decide to teach her a lesson by. . .”

Rehearsals are under way for the play, “Let’s Murder Marsha.” Top, left, playing 
the role of a surprised Virgil Baxter is Jack Spady. Top right, Bianca, portrayed 
by A.J. Ramsey, prepares the fireplace. Above, Rebekah Sharpe gets tied up in 
the role of Marsha Gilmore, while Ty Leatherbery as Tobias Gilmore threatens her 
with a knife with encouragement from Emily Heinlein portraying Persis Devore.

WHS students to present ‘Let’s Murder Marsha’

Wood Elementary hosted 
an open house that was 
in the the form of a game 
show during the first half 
and then parents went to 
the classrooms for the 
second half. The faculty 
and staff were all formally 
introduced to the families. 
Thanks to the great 
turnout and innovative 
approach, the Wood Spirit 
was magnified X 1000.

Kiwanis Club members hosted their 
annual Fishing Derby for special 
needs students in Waynesville Middle 
and High schools at the Roubidoux 
in Waynesville’s Laughlin Park. The 
Missouri Department of Conservation 
also assisted with the day. In addition 
to providing the equipment and bait, 
the Kiwanis Club provided lunch for 
the students, teachers and guests. 



    The local American Legion 
sponsored four WHS students – Dallas 
Ernst, Adrian Shanahan, Jace Hale and 
Matt Dillon – to participate this past 
summer in the annual Missouri Boys 
State held at the University of Central 
Missouri in Warrensburg. Missouri 
Boys’ State is an eight-day, hands-
on experience in the operation and 
fundamentals of government. Missouri 
Boys State draws together the best 
and brightest high school juniors from 
throughout the state to help lead them 
down the path of individual success and 
leadership through “doing,” not just 
learning.
    “This was a week to shape a 
lifetime,” said the WHS students who 
attended. “It was a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience. We had a great time and 
heard amazing speakers. It was the 
single best week all summer and we’re 
still staying connected with the friends 
we made.” 
    One idea paramount above any 
other at Missouri Boys State is that the 
individual is the one with the power to 
change the world.
    WHS students filled a variety of 
roles including athletic director, council 
member, city clerk, chaplain, attorney, 
juror, witness, judge, etc. 
    Using the U.S. democratic system 
as a basis, Boys State equips the 
participants each year to construct their 
own state. They teach the need for 
competition, the value of public service, 
the strength of the individual voice and 
vote. 

    The local American Legion Auxiliary 
sponsored six Waynesville High School 
students to attend Missouri Girls State 
this past summer at the University 
of Central Missouri in Warrensburg. 
They were Allison Bonner, Kristina 
Huddleston, Angel Jones, Jacqueline 
Stradinger, Katherine Mason and 
Kimberley Wolfe.  
    WHS students ran for governor and 
attorney general and served in several 
positions, including mayor, council 
member, judge, state representative, 
journalist and county whip. 
    “We met some of our best friends 
there,” say the WHS students who 
attended Girls State. “We still text and 
Facebook all the time and hope that we 
end up at the same colleges.” 
    Delegates from China attended 
Missouri’s Girls State this year. “The 
21 Chinese delegates taught us how 
their government works, and we learned 
that even though we come from very 

WHS students attend
Missouri Boys State

WHS students attend
Missouri Girls State

WHS students Matt Dillon, Adrian 
Shanahan, Dallas Ernst and Jace 
Hale attended Missouri Boys State 
this summer.  

WHS students who attended Girls State 
are Kimberley Wolfe, Katherine Mason, 
Angel Jones, Allison Bonner, Kristina 
Huddleston and Jacqueline Stradinger.

different cultures, we can still connect as 
world citizens,” the WHS students say.  
    Girls’ State affords participants 
an opportunity to live together as 
self-governing citizens by rights and 
responsibilities of American citizenship. 
Participants form mock political parties, 
and elections are held to fill city, county 
and state positions. Activities include 
legislative sessions, campaigning, 
party rallies, debating and voting. The 
participants also receive special instruction 
in Parliamentary Procedure. 

    Good things are cooking at the 
Waynesville Sixth Grade Center. Lead 
cook, Bonnie Pointer, and her staff have 
implemented a breakfast challenge to all 
of the sixth grade students. The students 
who choose to eat breakfast are given 
a ticket each time they eat the school-
provided morning meal. The students 
write their names on the tickets, which 
are then placed in a box designated 
for an end-of-the-month drawing. Ten 
winners are then selected to win a prize 
at the end of each month.
    Each winner receives a goodie bag 
full of treats, plus they will have the 
opportunity to win the grand prize of 

an I-Pod in December’s final drawing.    
Each winner also has his or her picture 
posted on the cafeteria’s bulletin board 
for all to see.

WSGC staff issues breakfast challenge

Sixth Grade Center cafeteria staff 
challenges students to eat breakfast.

    Waynesville R-VI employees 
are encouraged to wear orange on 
Wednesday, Oct. 9, to unite against 
bullying. Schools throughout the district 
also will be hosting activities promoting 
unity in October. 
Tips to share with students
1. Bullying is not your fault.
2. Stick together.
• If you’re being bullied, stay with a 
group. 

October is bullying prevention month
3. Report bullying.
• Report bullying to an adult at 
school and an adult at home – there’s 
a difference between tattling and 
reporting incidents of bullying.
4. Keep doing what you love to do.
• Don’t let the person bullying you 
win – keep doing what you love to do, 
as long as it’s still safe. And if it’s not, 
let an adult know and ask them to help 
make it safe again.


